[Wide resection and reconstruction of chest wall: usefulness of A-O metal plate].
A 53-year-old male was admitted to our department with a chest tumor due to infiltration of lung cancer. Right upper lobectomy and a wide en bloc excision of the right upper chest wall were performed, including the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th ribs with upper lobectomy of right lung. The defect was replaced with three A-O metal plates, which joined both stumps of the ribs, from the third to the fifth rib. These metal plates were very useful because it was easy to bent and twist them to fit the defect in operation. And curved metal plates preserved a cone from of chest cage. Postoperative course was favourable without mechanical ventilation and wound infection.